
Mid-Century Modern Cat Tree
By Mailey Elaine

Are you as obsessed with your cats as much as I am? Then you have to build them this custom mid-century modern

inspired cat tower. My cats love to play and hide behind the slatted boards. They're always lounging on the platforms.

Difficulty

Easy
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Tools
Kreg Tools

Kreg®
Pocket-
Hole Jig
XL

Kreg® Pocket-Hole Jig XL

Kreg®
Pocket-
Hole Jig
XL

Kreg® Pocket-Hole Jig XL

Other Tools

Table Saw

Miter Saw

Jig Saw

Hole Saw

Hammer or Pneumatic Nail Gun

Materials
Wood Products

1/2" Plywood , 4' X 8'1

Pine Lumber , 1" X 6" X 8'3

2" X 4" , 8'2

Hardware & Supplies

Pack Of 2 1/2" Screws1

3/4" X 50' Rope Pack4

Paint Or Stain Of Your Choice0

Pack Of 1 1/2" Finishing Nails1

Pack Of 3/4 Screws1

Fabric

Carpet Tape

Measuring Tape
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https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-xl/KPHJ920.html
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Cut List & Parts
2x4 , 13 1/2"12

1/2" Plywood , 25" X 15"4

1/2" Plywood , 14 7/8" X 15"2

1 1/4" Slatted Board , 44"7

1 1/4 Slatted Board , 15"11

1 1/4" , 29"14
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Directions
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Cutting Pieces for Cat Tower
-Cut 1/2” plywood into 4 pieces that are 15” by 25” and 2 pieces that are 14 7/8” by 15”

-Take 2x4s and cut 12 pieces at 13 1/2”

1
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Putting Together 2x4 Post Pieces
-Take 8 of the 12 2x4 pieces and drill 2 pocket holes on both ends of each board.

-Take 1 of the 2x4 boards without pocket holes and put it in-between 2 of the boards with pocket holes.

-Use 2 1/2” screws to screw the three 2x4 pieces together.

-Repeat until you have 4 post pieces.

2
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Visual Aid
-I just wanted to add this so you know what post and platform I'm talking about to build the cat tower and also when

adding slatted boards.

3
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Putting Together Base and 1st Post Piece
-Take 2 of the 15” by 25” plywood pieces and attach them using wood glue and 3/4” screws.

-Measure to the middle of the base (7 1/2” and 12 1/2”)

-Measure to the middle of one of the 1st post pieces (2 1/4” and 1 3/4”)

-Line up the middle lines on the base and 1st post pieces and use pocket holes with wood glue and pocket hole screws to

attach first post pieces.

4
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Adding 1st Platform and 2nd Post
-Take 1 of the 25” by 15” pieces (1st platform) and measure to the middle (7 1/2” and 12 1/2”)

-Line up the middle of 1st platform onto the 1st post and use wood glue and pocket hole screws to attach first platform.

-Measure to the middle of 1st platform (7 1/2” and 12 1/2”)

-Take another post piece (2nd post) and measure to the middle (2 1/4” and 1 3/4”)

-Line up middle lines and use pocket holes with wood glue and pocket hole screws to attach next the 2nd level post.

5
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Adding 2nd and 3rd Platforms
-Take 1 of the 14 7/8" by 15" pieces. Measure to the middle of the 15” long side (7 1/2” )

-Place the 2nd platform piece on the 2nd post. Line up the edge of 14 7/8” side with edge of the 2x4 post piece. Line up the

middle of 15” side with middle of the post piece.

-Measure to the middle of platform piece again (7 1/2”)

-Measure to the middle of the 3rd post piece (1 3/4”)

-Line up those middle lines placing the 3rd post piece on the edge of the platform. Then use pocket holes with wood glue

and pocket hole screws to attach 3rd post piece.

-Then repeat the step for 3rd platform and 4th post piece. Just make sure to put the 3rd platform on the other side of the

cat tower.

6
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Before Attaching Top Platform
-Cut a hole in the final platform

-I used a 6 inch hole saw and cut two holes next to each other and then used my jigsaw to clean up the hole. You can also

draw a hole and use a jigsaw to cut it out. Drill a small hole to get the jigsaw blade started.

7
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Attaching Top Platform
-Measure to the middle of the final (4th) platform. (12 1/2" and 7 1/2")

-Measure the middle of the final (4th) post (2 1/4” and 1 3/4”)

-Line up those middle lines and this time skip pocket holes and screw through the top of platform into middle post piece

using 2 1/2" screws.

8
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Cleaning Up the Look of Cat Tower
-Use a paint or stain of your choice to finish each of the platforms

-Use 4 packs of 3/4” by 50’ rope pack and wrap it around the middle post. Use 1 1/4” screws to attach rope. (I used blue hawk

twisted sisal rope)

9
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Cutting Slatted Pieces
-Take three 1x6s and use a table saw to cut them into 3/4” pieces.

-Then use a miter saw to cut 7 pieces at 44”, 11 pieces at 15” and 14 pieces at 29”.

10
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Front Slatted Boards
-Take all seven 44" slatted pieces and attach them to the front of the cat tower. They will run from the 1st platform to the 4th

platform. Use an extra slatted board to help with spacing between each board.

-Take 4 of the 15" slatted pieces and continue the slatted board across the front running from 1st platform to 2nd platform.

11
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Side Slatted Board
-Take the rest of the 15" pieces and attach them to the side of the cat tower. These slatted board will run from 1st platform to

2nd platform. Use a scrap of slatted board to space out the boards.

12
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Back Slatted Boards
-Take 7 of 29" pieces and attach them to the back of the cat tower. Attach them to the 1st platform and 3rd platform.

Final Side Slatted Boards
Take the final 7 boards and attach them to the side of the cat tower. They will run from the 1st platform to the 3rd platform.

13

14
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Adding Fabric
Optional- Cut some fabric for the 2nd and 3rd platform. Use carpet tape to attach fabric.15
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Complete Cat Tower
-That completes your MCM inspired cat tower. Now it's time to sit back and watch your cats enjoy your handiwork!16

Page 22 of 23



Page 23 of 23


	Mid-Century Modern Cat Tree
	Tools
	Kreg Tools
	Other Tools
	Materials
	Wood Products
	Hardware & Supplies
	Cut List & Parts
	Directions
	Cutting Pieces for Cat Tower
	Putting Together 2x4 Post Pieces
	Visual Aid
	Putting Together Base and 1st Post Piece
	Adding 1st Platform and 2nd Post
	Adding 2nd and 3rd Platforms
	Before Attaching Top Platform
	Attaching Top Platform
	Cleaning Up the Look of Cat Tower
	Cutting Slatted Pieces
	Front Slatted Boards
	Side Slatted Board
	Back Slatted Boards
	Final Side Slatted Boards
	Adding Fabric
	Complete Cat Tower



